of the temporal aspects of processing. Part V is devoted to an appraisal of the symposium as a whole, a task which Dr R W Gerard discharges with his customary skill.
In a symposium which makes frequent references to probability and probabilistic models, it is surprising to find only one reference to subjective probability, and that a misleading one. One might also have expected, in a discussion largely about man, some recognition of the need for measuring the subjective value of bits of information.
The book includes a reprint of a well-known paper by McCulloch and Pitts (A Logical Calculus of the Ideas Immanent in Nervous Activity). The substance of the paper has stood the test of time since it was published two decades ago, but the final section remains controversial, for there is no more reason today than there was in 1943 for asserting that 'the formal and final aspects of that activity which we are wont to call mental are rigorously deducible from present neurophysiology' or that 'diseased mentality can be understood without loss or scope or rigour, in the scientific terms of neurophysiology'. Migraine is defined as a syndrome of recurrent headache relieved by parenteral ergotamine tartrate. The pain is pounding and one-sided to start with. Upper gastro-intestinal symptoms, and local scalp tenderness commonly accompany an attack. There is usually a family history of similar headaches. Migraine is not the same as tension headache, but the so-called Horton's headache (histaminic cephalalgia, cluster headache) may well represent a kind of migraine-variant. In migrainous subjects an attack of headache is associated with two factors, namely (1) cranial artery dilatation, and (2) local tissue changes which are probably due to the release into the scalp of some pain-producing substance which causes arteriolar distension, aedema and reversible tissue damage. The nature of this substance is unknown and the author discusses the evidence, scanty though it be, in favour of such products as Substance P; acetylcholine; adenosine triphosphate; bradykinin; neurokinin; histamine; and serotonin. Dr Ostfeld is sceptical of the claims to align migraine with allergic responses, with paroxysmal water retention and with hormonal fluctuations. The author believes in the existence of a 'migraine personality' but is cautious in his evaluation of the role of psychiatric treatment, though urging a deliberate utilization of the doctor-patient relationship as part of the management of a case. As a matter of practical experience, only a fewpatients are able to make appropriate changes in their unpropitious life situations, attitude and behaviour. Those who can, get better. Dr Ostfeld writes convincingly and well upon the topic of themanagement and treatment of cases of migraine, and he obviously draws upon a considerable, experience. In his own words 'the most importantmedical ingredient in the treatment ... is his [the doctor's] humanness, his willingness to manage a chronic illness with limited resources, his inter-est in people and their psychological problems, and his willingness to listen to patients' talk. If hehas these personal characteristics and knows about ergot and its uses, he can do as well as any headache specialist.' MACDONALD CRITCHLEY Bronchial Asthma Its Diagnosis and Treatment by Albert H Rowe MS MD and Albert Rowe jr MD ppxiii+250 $11 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1963 The contents of this well-produced volume deal principally with the authors' combined experience with over 5,000 private asthmatic patients duringthe past forty-five years. History-taking, physical examination and the anatomy and physiology of asthma are briefly described, but the essence of the book is a consideration of the allergic aspect. Whilst the pollens are dealt with in considerable detail, including 12 pages of charts to indicate their prevalence in various districts of the United States, the authors are mainly interested in food allergies.
It is concluded that food allergy is the 'solecause' of asthma in 20-40 % of all patients and isâ n associated cause together with an inhalant allergen in a further 30-50%. This leaves very little room for so-called intrinsic asthma, which seems to be so common in Britain, but which isdismissed here in half a page.
The merits of this book stand or fall upon theefficacy of the dietetic management of asthma asoutlined here. The 'cereal-free elimination diet' omits all cereals, eggs, milk, wheat, chocolate, fish and selected fruits, vegetables and spices. As. at least a fortnight is needed to eliminate foods. taken before the diet is started, the relief of symptoms may be somewhat delayed. The reviewer has not had occasion to investigate and treat a controlled series of asthmatics by these elaborate means and so is in no position to pass judgment upon them. If anybody would care to try, here are masses of diet sheets and case reports to which reference may be made.
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